Text conventions in comics

Conventions are sets of rules for what is
normally found within a product

Comics use a set of conventions (usually)

Your work should usually keep to these
conventions
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Text is used in comics to help tell stories

I GUESS T OWE
YOU MORE THAN
T'LL EVER BE
ABLE TO
REPAY.

RICK,
PLEASE. MAN,
IT WAS T HAD THAT WASN'T
NOTHING. TO MAKE LP YOUR FALILT.
FOR LETTING BESIDES, I'M
YOU GET SHOT FINE NOW.

v % A LIKE THAT...
AR

ENOLGH. LET
ME SHOW YOU
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[ AS FOR LETTING
B\~ you éo...

1 YOU WILL
BE RELEASED
WHEN I'VE ACHIEVED
MY GOAL.

AND T AM
B STILL AWAITING THAT
GLAD DAY,

1. Typeface

Comics will almost
always use a hand
written style of
typeface (Font)

Usually Comic Sans is a
good choice
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2. Styles

Most comics will use
capital letters (upper
case) for all text

Text is almost always
black
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S AND I SUPPOSE THAT'S

&\ COING TO COST ME Py

o SOMETHING? -
"ERAID 50.

3. Word balloons

po You
HAVE A FIGURE
_IN MINDZ

Word balloons show
speech. The tail shows who
is speaking

L THEN WHY
L DON'T YOU WHISPER
IT IN MY EAR?

Text is usually centred

Balloons are often white
with a black border. They
are usually an ellipse
shape
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'\ OR THEY'LL
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QUIET/
OR THEY'LL

QLIET!

AN TN )
OR THEY LL

HEAZ

POES

SALLY KNOW
HOW JIM CARES
FOR HERZ

Balloon types

Using a dashed border
shows whispering

A jagged border shows

shouting

A thought balloon is

cloud shaped with dots
rather than a standard
tail to show thinking
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e

o ]’ i I'VE .BEEN MMNG |
1 VIDEO GAMES AND
2 P65 SINCE T WAS
: ALTTLE KIp. T HAVE
THE THUMES
O PROVE I.
-'{.jj \
S \ \X
g b
&
EARLY
MORNING...

4. Narration

Rectangular boxes are
used to show narration
and captions

Narration is where a
character tells the story
without speaking

Captions are also in
rectangles
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Reading order

Text is read from top to bottom and from left to
right

TO BE HONEST I'VE DECIDED TO TAKE
YOUR WORD FOR THIS STUFF. _ 8

L7 slouetls
| § er wg.f,? et 8 THAMES VALLEY.
= Y HOW DID THIS
" PARTICULAR CASE

g uuoesstoov | COME TO YOUR
. ATTENTION?
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Key points:

e Typeface — Comic Sans

upper case — ALWAYS

word balloon — shows speech
narration — tells the story
caption
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The comic book extracts used in these slides
have been used at smaller scales for educational
purposes only

No attempt to claim copyright is made
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