
Images and the law

Every image on the internet is owned by 
someone

Even if it doesn’t say so on the webpage

Which means that you can’t just use anything 
you find

This is all to do with copyright
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If something is copyrighted, it means that it 
belongs to someone and you can’t just use it 
without permission.

The © is the copyright symbol.

But: even if the image doesn’t have a © by it, it’s 
still copyright.

Assume that everything belongs to someone 
unless it says you can use it.
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If someone uses an image without permission 
they can be fined.

Fines of thousands of pounds for using 
copyrighted images are common.

This is particularly important for commercial 
products - DVD covers, magazines, book covers 
etc...
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Some images are Public Domain. This means 
you can use them in any way you want. You 
don’t need to do anything.

Some images are Creative Commons. This 
means there are some conditions about how 
you can use the image - for example, you may 
need to attribute the work.

Some images are only free for non-commercial 
use.
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You can also buy the right to use an image.

Some images are royalty free.

This means that once you buy the image you can 
use it as much as you want - but you have to buy 
the rights to use it first.
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So, you can’t just use any image you find.

This means that a Google Image search is 
useless for your work.

Fortunately there are other sources you can use.
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