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Pollution is caused when our actions damage our surroundings.  Our environment gets spoiled every day.  Leaving litter is a prime example because it is unsightly and can harm wildlife.  Chemicals, and waste from factories, farms, motorcars and even houses cause more serious pollution.  This can be harmful because it affects the land, sea and air.
Noise pollution and litter are common factors of everyday life.  People thoughtlessly dump drinks cans, waste paper and other garbage.  Some kinds of litter, such as apple cores and orange peel, rot away quite quickly but many plastic materials will never decay.  Loud noise from industry, aircraft, road traffic and sound systems can damage the hearing of people who are exposed to it.
Pollution is not something new!  As long ago as 1273 the air over London was thick with smoke from coal fires.  An attempt was made to ban people burning coal but it did not succeed.  In 1952, London’s smog (a mixture of fog and smoke) caused the deaths of 4,000 people.
Many local councils now provide recycling facilities to:
householders
businesses
factories
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