
Secondary Storage

Three categories of secondary storage:

● magnetic
● optical
● solid state
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Secondary Storage

Type Examples How it works
Pros and 

cons

Magnetic

Optical

Solid state
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Secondary Storage

Type Examples
How it 
works

Pros and 
cons

Magnetic
Hard disk drive (HDD)
Floppy disk
Tape

Magnetic charge

Optical
CD
DVD
Blu-ray

Laser light beam 
scans surface

Solid state
Solid state drive (SSD)
USB memory stick
Memory card

Electronic charge

All are non-volatile 3
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